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Fitchburg Historical Commission

Fitchburg Historical Commission Meeting Minutes
Thursday, July 28, 2022 @ 3:00 P.M.
Members Present: Keith Chenot, Don Ostrowski, Sam Blair, Meagen Donoghue, Andrew Lipasti, and
Charles Sternaimolo (3:30 pm)
Guests: Jacqueline Wehtje
Member Absent: Ellen DiGeronimo
Call to order: 3:25pm
1. Welcome Andrew Lipasti as new Commission member.
Mr. Lipasti was introduced by Mr. Chenot. Mr. Lipasti is excited to join and has much experience
in Fitchburg’s history as a member of the Fitchburg Historical Society.
2. Approval of January 27, February 24, March 31, and April 28, 2022 Meeting Minutes
Following no discussion, the following motions were made:
a. Mr. Blair motioned to approve the January 27, 2022 Meeting Minutes. Seconded by Mr.
Sternaimolo. Vote passes, 5-0, 1 abstain.
b. Dr. Ostrowski motioned to approve the February 24, 2022 Meeting Minutes. Seconded
by Mr. Blair. Vote passes, 5-0, 1 abstain.
c. Mr. Blair motioned to approve the March 31, 2022 Meeting Minutes. Seconded by Dr.
Ostrowski. Vote passes, 5-0, 1 abstain.
d. Mr. Blair motioned to approve the April 28th Meeting Minutes. Seconded by Ms.
Donoghue. Vote passes, 5-0, 1 abstain.
3. Review Open Meeting Law Complaint
Mr. Chenot read an email correspondence from Ms. Jacqueline Wehtje of 170 Belmont Street,
Fitchburg, dated July 2, 2022 (attached). Mr. Chenot agrees with Ms. Wehtje that our meetings
minutes were not posted online and will work to remedy this. He indicated that moving forward,
the Historical Commission will make every effort to post the meeting minutes in a timely
manner.
4. Monument Park Local Historic District property owners Design Guidelines notification
Mr. Chenot drafted a letter to the property owners in the district and emailed to all non-city
owned properties. He mentioned there are 11 listed properties, 2 are City-owned (Fitchburg
Public Library and the Armory/Senior Center), while the others are privately held or state-owned
(Court House, former Historical Society building, Christ Church, old YMCA, the Fay Club, and
Lucy’s Barn).
Mr. Chenot noted he received comments from the Fay Club who are looking to do repair and
restoration work to their building and hope to apply for a Certificate of Non-applicability. Their
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project will be the Historical Commission’s first application and is part of the city’s review and
building permit process.
Mr. Chenot indicated the next project will be with the Fitchburg Public Library as they embark
on their expansion plan. The property is within both a state and our local historic districts. The
FPL intends to be on the August meeting agenda for a preliminary and informal review of their
proposed design. Mr. Chenot will double check with the City to see if notices have gone out to
the City offices including Parks and Recreation, Facilities, and the Building Commissioner.
5. Update on the Demolition Delay Ordinance draft
Mr. Chenot requested to table the conversation to next meeting. He did explain that changes
have been made to the draft to include the Demolition Delay lasting 1 year, with a 50-year
threshold. He suggested setting up educational outreach meetings to get input and feedback
from the City Counselors. He asked for a breakdown of who would be contacting whom and a
process on how to reach out. Ms. Donoghue volunteered to work on this project. Mr. Chenot
suggested those who live in different districts reach out to their own ward councilors. Mr.
Chenot will resend out the updated draft to the group.
6. Update on the Stone Wall ordinance draft
Dr. Ostrowski indicated he had no update since the previous meeting in May and requested to
table until the next meeting. Mr. Chenot read Ms. Wehtje’s comments to the board and public
(attached), and addressed certain comments:
a. He indicated the Stone Wall ordinance is still in draft form and not an active. It is
intended for the preservation of the City’s heritage, specifically with the type of stone
used and the construction and design of the walls. He added stone wall and similar
ordinances and bylaws are enacted throughout the region because many are threatened
and will disappear and are lost forever.
b. The ordinance as drafted and in part considers Fitchburg’s unique topography and
structures such as bridges and retaining walls created from materials mined from the
city’s Rollstone Quarry and the sometimes older colonial and rural stone walls marking
boundaries and fields found throughout the community.
c. He agrees that the amount of the draft fine ($300) is distasteful and should be
d. The comment of having a resident representative on the Commission from the
Monument Park Local Historic District (LHD) will be difficult since there are no
residential properties represented. He mentioned that Mr. Sternaimolo is the closest
representatives as he lives in the neighborhood adjacent to the LHD. Mr. Chenot added
that he understands that the Commission should reach out city-wide to gather feedback
from community members regarding the intent of the ordinance.
Mr. Chenot thanked Ms. Wehtje for her comments. He added that Susan Navarre, executive
director to the Fitchburg Historical Society, has reached out suggesting education programs and
other dissemination of info regarding the early stone walls and structures built from the
Rollstone Quarry could be done. Dr. Ostrowski and Mr. Lipasti offered to coordinate this effort
with the Historical Society.
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Dr. Ostrowski added he appreciates the feedback and reiterated that the ordinances is still in
draft form, and it is premature to move at this point since the Commission is still working on it.
He also stated the Commission has no regulatory power and the goal of the ordinance is to work
with the city to be in line with other communities throughout the Commonwealth with their
bylaws and ordnances. He added the fine mentioned in the draft was based on existing
Fitchburg ordinances that are in place and. He reiterated that the Commission has no powers to
enact an ordinance, only to recommend.
Mr. Chenot added the responsibility of the Historical Commission is to educate and maintain
Fitchburg’s heritage and the intent of this draft ordinance is toward these goals.
7. Update on Simonds Saw & Steel, Intervale Rd. sponsoring historic documentation of its
architectural/industrial design
Mr. Chenot indicated that Ms. DiGeronimo continues to work on this, but she is absent.
Therefore, this will be tabled for the next meeting.
8.

Update on Historic Districts information brochure/map information guide, signage, web posting
& FSU faculty-led student project coordination ongoing for fall/spring 2021/2022
Both Dr. Ostrowski and Ms. DiGeronimo have seen the efforts of the student project and it is
about 90% complete. Signage for the 6 districts is also about 90% complete as well. Dr.
Ostrowski indicated he hopes to show a final draft of the documents for next month’s meeting.

9. Wallace Building entry Stones Reuse
Mr. Chenot stated that about ½ of the stones are being stored in the Fitchburg Redevelopment
Authority’s Building 3, while the other ½ may still be in a Fitchburg farm’s field. He would like to
find new storage for all of the stones in the near future. Ms. Donoghue gave an update on the
status of Building 3, stating it is going through the process of being sold and suggested finding a
local organization who can potentially use the stones for outdoor seating and other public use.
10. Historic Marker – new sign marker update
Mr. Chenot said he sent out for quotes for a new company to produce the signs since the
previous person recently passed away in December 2021. He listed Wass-Arthur, a company in
Ashburnham and a New Jersey Firm, handpantedsigns.com, as viable options. Mr. Sternaimolo
asked for examples. Mr. Chenot stated the new signs will be identical to the previous ones. Mr.
Sternaimolo asked about using Monty Tech to make the signs, but Mr. Chenot inquired and
found out they do not hand paint projects are reluctant to do so. Dr. Ostrowski asked about the
previous people who ordered and paid for signs but never received theirs. Mr. Chenot said he
reached out to the person’s heir who has yet to return his calls. He will reach out again with a
mailed letter. Mr. Sternaimolo asked if perhaps the City can help cover the costs of those who
already paid. Mr. Blair suggested involving the City Solicitor to help return the money to the
people who previously purchased signs and Mr. Chenot agreed to contact.
11. New Business
Mr. Chenot received an email correspondence from an engineering company who is seeking to
revise their cell towers on the Duck Mill’s chimney. Since the buildings in the National Register,
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the project must be reviewed by the Historical Commission. The first time this was performed,
Mr. Chenot sent a letter indicating that any of the attachments on the chimney would need to
be reversable and minimize any damage. There was also a clause in the approval that if/when
the lease expires, that the cell structure would be removed and he brick work would be
preserved using preservation standards as seen in the National Park Service’s Preservation
Briefs. Mr. Chenot will send a letter reiterating what was asked previously.
Ms. Donoghue motioned to approve the revised cell phone work on the Duck Mill Chimney.
Seconded by Mr. Sternaimolo, vote passed 6-0.

12. Next meeting, August 25, 2022, City Hall Room 101A and Zoom Hybrid.

Dr. Ostrowski motioned to adjourn the meeting at 5:09pm. Seconded by Mr. Sternaimolo. Vote passed,
6-0.
Submitted by Meagen Donoghue

Attachment (item 6 – Letter read during this meeting):
Jacquelyn Wehtje
Fitchburg resident
Commenting on Stone Wall Ordinance. July 26, 2022
Your stone wall ordinance is coercive and punitive. You say you base it in part on the work of Professor
Thorson. I read one of his books and then reached out to him. He emailed me that, "I did not insert
punitive/coercive measures in my book ... I think $300/day fine seems a bit much."
I think that the people of Fitchburg would concur. I read on the City's website that it is desired that
"residents of the Historic District" be on the Commission. How many of your commissioners, if any, reside
in this district?
The reason I ask is that at your last meeting it seemed much of the discussion of the stone wall ordinance
you are working on involves the central part of the City, and I wish to know how involved residents of that
area have been in giving feedback on this proposed ordinance.
If there is little to no representation from the neighborhood on the Commission itself, have you surveyed
the neighborhood? An example what I have in mind is that Councilor Cragin and Councilor Cruz knocked
on doors in the central part of the City and talked to residents, in their case about vaccination, but you
could have done the same with your work. Have you done anything similar? If so, are those of you doing
this canvassing bilingual in Spanish and English so that you may maximize the feedback you receive? If
not, did you take a Spanish language interpreter with you?
What feedback did you receive from neighborhood residents if you did this?
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If you haven't checked with neighborhood residents in any depth, do you think it's fair to impose your
vision of the City on them? Maybe they don't like heavy stone walls. Maybe they would like a more
modern, airier look.
Have you told them if you don't like their stone wall you're going to fine them $300.00 a day? Are you
aware of the burden this would cost in one of the poorer areas of the City? The median income in
Fitchburg in 2020 was just $28,219. That doesn't go far in these inflationary times. When I read this
punitive language about fines in your proposed ordinance it shocked me.
It appears to me that your Commission does not represent the diversity of the City either
socioeconomically or in terms of race/ethnicity, particularly the central part of the City. So it's extra
important that you receive input from others of diverse backgrounds.
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